IN THE CLAIMS : 

The following listing of the claims replaces all earlier listings and all earlier 
versions. Please amend claims 1,8, 15, 19, and 26 as follows. 



^} 1- (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus comprising 

° £ 

hiding means for forming second identification information not easily recognizable with 
eye and different in form from first identification information relating to a copyright and 
not easily recognizable with eye, said hiding means also for and setting the second 
identification information in image data con lining the first identification information, 

wherein the first ident fication information is formed by a first color 
signal, and said hiding means comprises comprising color conversion means for performing 
color conversion of the image data, and forcing means for forming the second 
identification information by a second colo| signal different from the first color signal 
forming the color-converted first identification information in the color-converted image 
data. 



2. (Previously Canceled) 



3. (Original) Anjjnage processing apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein the first identification infotm&tion has a first block size, and said hiding means 
forms the second identification information having a second block size. 
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4. (Original) Ai\image processing apparatus according to Claim 3, 
wherein said hiding means comprises cfclor conversion means for performing color 
conversion of the image data, and sets thfc second identification information having the 
second block size in the color-converted image data. 

5. (Original) An image processing apparatus according to Claim 4, 
wherein each of the color-converted first iderraification information and the second 
identification information is formed by a yellow signal. 

6. (Original) An image processing apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein the first identification information is fctmed by a signal for a thin color. 

7. (Original) An image prcpessing apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein the first identification information is $t as a frequency component of the image 
data. 



8. (Currently Amended^ An image processing method comprising a 
setting step including: 

forming a second identification information not easily recognizable 
with eye and different in form from firsF identification information relating to a copyright 
and not easily recognizable with eye; affid 

setting the secomd identification information in image data 
containing the first identification information, 



wherein thelfirst identification information is formed by a first color 
signal, and said setting step composes further includes performing color conversion of the 
image data A and forming the second identification information by a second color signal 
different from the first color signal forming the color-converted first identification 
information in the color-convertedlmage data. 

9. (Previously Canceled) 



^^10. (Original) Ai^mage processing method according to Claim 8, 
wherein the first identification information has a first block size, and said setting step 
comprises forming the second identification information having a second block size. 



1 1 . (Original) An image processing method according to Claim 10, 
wherein said setting step comprises performinl color conversion of the image data and 
setting the second identification information ha\ing the second block size in the color- 
converted image data. 

12. (Original) An image processing method according to Claim 1 1 , 
wherein each of the color-converted first identification information and the second 
identification information is formed by a yellow signal 



13. (Original) An image processing method according to Claim 8, 
wherein the first identification informationfis formed by a signal for a thin color. 



14. (Original) An Wage processing method according to Claim 8, 
wherein the first identification information is set as a frequency component of the image 
data. 



15. (Currently Amencfed) A computer-readable storage medium 
comprising a program for a setting process stored therein, the setting process including: 

forming second id ntification information not easily recognizable 
with eye and different in form from first dentification information relating to a copyright 
and not easily recognizable with eye; an< 

setting the second identification information in image data 



containing the first identification infor 



wherein the first 



tion, 



signal, and the setting process comprise ! 



signal forming the color-converted first 
image data. 



entification information is formed by a first color 
further includes color conversion processing for 



performing color conversion of the imaj e data A and forming processing for forming the 
second identification information by a s cond color signal different from the first color 

dentification information in the color-converted 



I 



16. (Previously Canceled) 



1 7. (Original) A computer-readable storage medium according to Claim 
15, wherein the first identification imonmation has a first block size, and the setting process 
comprises forming the second identification information having a second block size. 



•<$> 



18. (Original) A clmputer-readable storage medium according to Claim 
17, wherein the setting process compiles color conversion processing for performing color 
conversion of the image data, and sets |e second identification information having the 
second block size in the color-converte< image data. 



19. (Currently Amei ded) An image processing apparatus comprising 



hiding means for forming second identi 
eye and different in form from first iden 



[cation information not easily recognizable with 
ification information not easily recognizable with 



eye, said hiding means also fo r and setti ig the second identification information in image 
data containing the first identification information, 

wherein the firstfidentification information is formed by a first color 
signal, and said hiding means comprise 5 further comprises color conversion means for 
performing color conversion of the irrn ge data, and forming means for forming the second 
identification information by a second :olor signal different from the first color signal 
forming the color-converted first identification information in the color-converted image 
data. 



20. (Previously Canceled) 



21. (Original) An ynage processing apparatus according to Claim 19, 
wherein the first identification information has a first block size, and said hiding means 
forms the second identification information having a second block size. 
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22. (Original) An imale processing apparatus according to Claim 21, 
wherein said hiding means comprises coloi conversion means for performing color 
conversion of the image data, and sets the second identification information having the 
second block size in the color-converted imale data. 

23. (Original) An image prcfcessing apparatus according to Claim 22, 
wherein each of the color-converted first identification information and the second 
identification information is formed by a yellowlsignal. 

24. (Original) An image processing apparatus according to Claim 19, 
wherein the first identification information is formed by a signal for a thin color. 

25. (Original) An image processing apparatus according to Claim 19, 
wherein the first identification information is s$ as a frequency component of the image 
data. 



26. (Currently Amended)/ A computer-readable storage medium 
comprising a program for a setting process stored therein, the setting process including: 

forming a second identification information not easily recognizable 
with eye and different in form from firstfidentification information and not easily 
recognizable with eye; and 

setting the second identification information in image data 
containing the first identification information, 



CP 



wherein the firsS identification information is formed by a first color 
signal, and the setting process comp r is l s further includes color conversion processing for 
performing color conversion of the image data and forming processing for forming the 
second identification information by alsecond color signal different from the first color 
signal forming the color-converted firsl identification information in the color-converted 
image data. 

27. (Previously Canceled) 

28. (Original) A commiter-readable storage medium according to Claim 
26, wherein the first identification information has a first block size, and the setting process 
comprises forming the second identification information having a second block size. 

29. (Original) A dbmputer-readable storage medium according to Claim 
28, wherein the setting process comprises color conversion processing for performing color 
conversion of the image data, and sots the second identification information having the 
second block size in the color-convened image data. 



30-40 (Previously Withdrawn) 
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